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MJINh L
STOCK EXCHANGE

IS REOPENED FOR
ACTIVE TRADING

¦ ?,

Activity on Floor Revives
Memories of Former

Big Days.
HUNDREDS OF BROKERS

READY FOR BUSINESS

Signal for Opening Causes Wave
of Applause That Swells

Into Vast Flood.

VISITORS* GALLERY FILLED

Market Opens With Rnsh That Sends
Principal Issues Whole Points

Above Minimum.

NEW YORK. December 12..Wall
Street cajno Into Its own to-day. The
.Stock Exchange, closed for nearly four
and a half months, except for limited
trading In bonds during the past two
weeks, was reopened at 10 o'clock this
morning for active trading In stocks.
One hundred and ninety-two Issues
were approved by tho' governors
for trading, and though the Issues
were harrea. notably United States
Steel, aotlvely on the floor of the ex¬
change revived memories of big days
ten years ago.
Not for many years has there been

such a throng of brokers on the floor
as that which waited patiently for
nearly an hour to-day for the signal to
resume trading. There are 1,100 mem¬
bers of the exchange and nearly 7<)0, It
was estimated, were on tho Hoor.
Many of the others smiled down from
the west gallery.
The visitors' gallery, across the way,

was thronged. Half or more of the
hundreds who gated down at the un¬
usual scene on the floor were women.
Although admission was by ticket
only, and the Issuance of tickets was
rigidly vised, doorkeepers eyed keen¬
ly each person admitted to make sure
that none of bomb-throwing tendencies
had entered.
Tho first chime of Trinity Church's

10 o'clock bell has long been the
signal for sounding the opening gong
on the Hour of the exchange. As tho
church .clock struck, a wave of ap-.
plauso went over the exchange, and
swelled Into a vast flood as the pongcTattfcfrofl- nolilly; in.. reajpSinse; *

HUNDREDS OF HIlOKERX '-?<
AHDL'M) TIUDISG POMP8

Then Ihe cheering subsided to a
great hum, and the hundreds of brok¬
ers began grouping themselves, around
the trading posts. The galleries gaaed
down In dwindling Interest, and slow¬
ly began to empty. Within tho flrst
ton minute* the floor of the exchange
was white with torn fragments of
thousands of memoranda.
There waH scarcely need, U seemed,

during the llrHt few minutes of trad¬
ing. for tho posting of minimum prices.
Tho market opened with a rush, and
an 61d-time upward swing that sent
the principal Issues whole points above
the rock-bottom figures determined
upon by the committee lt^ advance.
There was one feature, howjtrer. That
was not at all In keeplngSWjb the
activity of the big days of r$ore pros¬
perous times, anil that was.'-the small
volume of single trades. Most, Of the
trading was in blocks of 300 HQ 300.
shares, and much of it wilB' in 'blocks
of less than 130 shares.
Around posts 11 and 12 on.the floor

of tho exchange the crowds were
thickest. At these posts Reading and
the coppers, such of them as were not
barred, were bought and sold.. Al¬
though trading was most active there,
the volume continued to be small, few
single lota of more than 300 shares
changing hands. The. largest early
single transaction was a sale of a
block of 1,400 shares of Reading. That
opened at more than 5 points above
the minimum prices.
Notwithstanding the skyrocket ad¬

vances over the minimum, trading
seemed to assume a'cnutious tone. Tho
greatest gain noted was one of more
than 2G points by Oeneral Motors.
Texas Company stock came next with
a rise of 18 points above the mini¬
mum, and many more active issues,
BUch as l-ehigli Valley, Tennessee
Copper, American Beet Sugar, and Cen¬
tral Leather showed gains from 5 1-2
to ID point*. Some stocks declined,
notably Southern Railway preferred,
which went down 3 1-2 points from the
opening.
HPECULATION CURBED AT

EXPENSE.OF VOLUME
Trading to-day was only for cash.

In that way tho governors curbed
speculation, though, it was believed, at
tho expense of the volume of f~ Vng.
Within the first fifteen minutes u <vas
estimated 35,000 shares had changed
hands. That ordinarily would bo a
poor record. The actual number of
transactions, however, was vastly In
excess of ordinary, as most of the
transactions were in small lots.
Although open trading on the floor

of tho exchange was forbidden in
United States Steel, Anaconda Mining
and certain railroad stocks held largely
abroad, those Issues were traded In
scmiprivately under supervision of the
Stock Exchange's clearing-housfe and
committee of five. None of tho re¬
strictions on bonds. In force during the
paBt two weeks, was lifted with tho
resumption of trading in stocks. Bond
transactions, however, were dwarfed by
the stock* trading.
Business was more., active and tho

undertone stronger In the final hour,
with a higher level for most of tho
prominent Issues, Reading was tho
Active feature, Increasing Its gain to
over eight , points; Lehigh Valley
gained-twelve points; St. Paul, five and
thred-quarters, and Northern Pacific,
two ,and three-quarters. Sensational
galhg were al<i'o made by other spe¬
cialties. People's Gap jumped .eleven
points. The closing was strorig;

Receiver for Piano Company.
CHICAGO, Decombor 12..-The Cen¬

tral Trust Company to-daywas ap-
pointed receiver for the P. p. Nelson
Piano Company, a 11,000,000 corpora¬
tion. which .filed a voluntary petition
In. bankruptcy. Liabilities were placed'
at 11,700,000, And assets at >2.500.000.

WORK FOR THE UNEMPLOYED
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City Combine to Aid.
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MEDAL PRESENTED WILSON
Given Id llrroRoltlon of 111m Donation

to Red Crown Ilnznnr.

WASHINGTON. December 12..To jPresident Wilson to-day was presented
n gold medal inscribed "Neutrality and
humanity," in recognition of his recent
donation to the Red Cross bazaar in
New York, of a bale of cotton which
he bought to forward the "buy-a-bale-j of-cotton" movement. The medal was;presented on behalf of a committee in¬
cluding Senator Hoke Smith, Governor
Glynn and Mayor Mltchcl, of New York.

PAYNE FUNERAL TO-DAY
President WIIhou I'rolinhly Will Attend

Ceremony In House.
WASHINGTON, December 12..Presi¬

dent Wilson probably will attend the
public funeral of Sereno E. Payne, for
thirty years a Congressman from New
York, to be held to-morrow In theHouse chamber. Cabinet members, thoSenate, tho chief justice and associatejustices of the Supreme Court and the
staff chiefs of the army and navy* also
are oxpccted to Joln« members of the
House in (he ceremony.

STORM WARNINGS ON COAST
Henvy Rnln* With Sharply Pnliingf Ttroprrnturcn Expected.
WASHINGTON, December 12..Athreatening windstorm! moving north¬

eastward from tho Texas coast to¬
night, prompted tho Weather Bureau
to order warnings to shipping be dis¬
played along the 'Gulf and Atlantic
Coasts from Brownsville to Wilming¬
ton Heavy rains with occasional snow
flurries apd sharply falling tempera-
tures are expected to accompany the
disturbances eastward.

EMPEROR IMPROVES
Catarrhal , Symptonn Disappear and

Temperature In Normal.
BERLIN, December 12 (via Tho

Hague and London, 10 P. M.).?.Em¬
peror William's condition continues
to improve, according to an official an¬
nouncement issued to-day. Tho ca¬
tarrhal symptoms' have wholly disap¬
peared, and His Majosty's temperature
is normal...

i ULA11
meIlyacF
TO USE FORCE ON
WtEXICAN BORDER

Garranza Replies to Notice
That Firing Across Boun¬

dary Must Cease.

MAKES STATEMENT TO
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Note Repudiates Responsibility
for Any Shots That Have

Crossed Line.

INTERVENTION 18 HOSTILE

Hopes Friendship of Americans Will
Prevent Consummation of

Bryan's Threat. ,

VERA CRUZ, December 12.."If the
United Stated employH force <o stopthe firing by'Mexicans across the In¬
terna tlonal boundary line at Naco, It
will bo considered an unfriendly act,
notwithstanding the friendly motives
cloaking the act."

In this manner General Cairanza
mado answer. In a statement to the
Associated Press, to the formal notice
seryed by the United States on both
Provisional President Gutierrez and
General Carranza that unless such fir¬
ing ceased, force would be employed
to protect American territory.

Carranr.a's reply to the American
note, which 18 expected to reach "Wash¬
ington to-morrow, wlllt repudiate re¬
sponsibility for any shots thatj have
crossed the line, and clearly set forth
that he and his government will regardintervention at Naco as a hostile act.
At no time since the receipt of Secre¬

tary Bryan's note calling attention to
the repeated wounding and killing o£residents of the American town, has
Carranza appeared perturbed, but he
has had long conferences with those
close to him, and, In framing his reply.It Is said, he has been careful not to
let himself remain In any uncertain
light.
HILL OX DEPB.\SIVI!|

IS .NOT RESPONSIBLE
"General Hill, Constitutionalist com¬

mander of the forceB at Naco. is on
the defensive," continued General Car-
ranta, "and, since his back was tc the
line, it Is dlhlcult to see how he could
be responsible for tho firing. The fact
Is that Maytorena's men have been at¬
tacking,-' and, therefore. It appears
reasonably clear that they, and onlythey, could have been to blame.
"As a matter of fact, I do not know

that the rights of American citizens
have been violated. It seems to me
thnt It would be well for the State
Department to investigate this question
In order to fix the responsibility.

"I remember similar Instances at ElI Paso, where tho Madero forces were
J attacking there. In that case those
shot were for the most part the Im¬
prudent and curious Individuals who
flocked to witness the flgntlng, as If
it had been a spectacular show staged
for their benefit.
"As to the use of force, of which

Mr. Bryan talks, that Is something tho
gravity of which I fear he does -not
fully appreciate. He says It would
not mean an Invasion of our territory
or a violation of our national sover¬
eignty. It would. And, moreover. It
would certainly be an act directly
against the Constitutionalists who now
hold the town, and in favor of the
Vllli.stas, who would be left free to
continue their operations. It would be
simply tying General Hill's hands and
leavins Maytorena free.

"I sincerely hope that the good
friendship of the American people to-
ward the Mexican people will prevent
the consummation' of Secretary Bryan's
threat."

EXPECT MAV'TORENA
SOON TO RECEIVE ORDER

WASHINGTON, December 12..State
Department officials were satisfied to¬
night that orders from Provisional
President Gutierrez to desist from tils
attacks on Naco would reach Governor
Maytorena In ample time to prevent his
carrying- out his Intention of resuming
operations on Tuesday night. A copy
of the message to the Governor, convey¬
ing instructions, already has been re¬
ceived here, and officials believe Gov¬
ernor Maytorcna's statement to-day
that he had received no orders to cease
firing was issued before he learned
the wlshos of Gutierrez.

PREPARING FOR FINAI,
ASSAULT ON NACO

NACO, ARIZ., December ii..Jose
Maytorena, insurgent Governor of
.Sonora, who has been besieging the
Carranza garrison of Naco since Sep¬
tember, issued a statement to-day, de-
claring he had received no orders from
Provisional President Gutierrez to
[stop firing to prevent bullets striking
in American territory. He is prepar¬
ing for a final Assault on Naco on
Tuesday night.
SECOND WARNING FROM

WASHINGTON GOVERNMENT
EL PASO, TEXAS, December 12..A

second warning from the Washington
government to Governor Maytorena
was received here to-day, demanding
that Maytorena withdraw immediately
from the range of the American border
town. It had been given verbally, It
was understood," to one of Maytorena'B
ngents at Washington. '

CARRANZA CAVALRYMEN
PURSUE MAYTORENA KQIfCK

DOUGLAS, ARIZ., December 12..
Two hundred and fifty Carranza cav¬
alrymen left Agua Prieta to-day In
pursuit of the Maytorena force which
captured Pronteyas last night. After
the capture of Fronteras, thirty miles
south of the border, the Maytorena
troops are reported to have left to-day
for Cuchuta. 1

REVOKES ALL PASSES OVER
INTERNATIONAL LINE <

NACO, ARIZ- December 12..Briga¬dier-General Tasker H. Bliss, com-
riiander of the United States troops
hero, to-night revoked all passes for
crossing the international line. Later
comnftunleation Into Mexico was limited
to press correspondents and freight
.teamsters.

General BIIsb, it was stated, intended
to break up efforts of both Mexican
factions to send agents Into Arizona
for recruits and supplies.

V1S13Y OnAJ^liNLi t
faSSEM

[Special to The Times-Dispatch.}
CLIFTON FORGE; VA.. December 12.

..The mystery surrounding the shoot¬
ing of U I* Scherer, general claim
'agent of the Chesapealce and Ohio
Rflllwnr nn tha mnmlncv n# HnnotviKnr

» [Spoclal to The Times-Dispatch.]
NEW YORK, December 13..Enor¬

mous waste and extravagance, amount¬
ing to millions of dollars annually, In

WASHINGTON, December 12..Col¬
onel Qoetlials has requested that de
Rtrbyers be sent to the Canal Zone lm
mediately, It was learned to-night, bui
no specific explanation of the need foi

3, near Covington, while In searoh of
tfaln robbers. In company with three
detcctlves, has been Bolvcd by the con¬
fession of William- Reynolds, colored,
who was arrested at Low Moor, charged
With robbing trains between this city
and Covington. Reynolds was arrested
on Monday, but not until last night
did he confess, and this information
the officers withheld from the public
until to-day.
Kver since Mr. Scherer was shot a

number of -'detectives have been at
work on tHe case, but not until the
arrest of Reynolds did the officers be¬
lieve they had the right man. On
Sunday night Thomas L. Felts, of the
Baldwin-Felte Agency, arrived in Clif¬
ton Forge, having come here at the
request of the Chesapeake and Ohio
Railway officials to assist in ferreting
out the perpetrator of the crlme.v On
the following afternAoti, about 4
o'clock, Mr. Felts, accompanied by A.
M. Richardson and other.special agents
of the Chesapeake and Ohio, arrested
the nogro, William Reynolds, alias
Midnight Kid, at his home at Low
Moor.
DETECTIVES SATISFIED -

OF REYNOLD'S GUILT
Mr. Felts maderthe following state¬

ment this afternoon, which covers
pretty thoroughly all of the details
of the arrest and confession, as well
as a brief criminal record of Reynolds.
Mr. Felts said:

"At the time of the arrest we had
made a thorough investigation, and had
sufficient evidence to satisfy us that
Reynolds was the man guilty of the
shooting. After he was arrested and
placed in jail, we continued the In¬
vestigation and built up what wo con¬
sidered a-strong case of circumstantial
evidence, and, in our minds, there was
absolutely no question as to his guilt.
After establishing his guilt beyond the
question of doubt, the negro, being con¬
fronted with the evidence last night,
made a 'full confession under oath of
his guilt.

"Thlq negro has been well known
by the officers for a number of years
as a very dangerous criminal. His
chief employment for years has been
robbing freight cars on the Chesapeake
and Ohio Railway. -In 19.05 he was ar¬
rested by A. M. Richardson, special
agent for the Chesapeake and Ohio,
for car-breaking and breaking into a
storehouse. He was tried .in the Cir¬
cuit Court of Allegheny County and
given six years' confinement in the
State Penitentiary, three years in each
case. Tho night before he was ar¬
rested for these offenses he was dis¬
covered by Mr. Richardson in a car
on the yard at Clifton Forge. He was
standing behind the car door Inside
the car and empfied his pistol In an
effort to shoot Mr. Richardson. Tho
negro's fire was returned by Mr. Rich¬
ardson. He made his escape that night,
but was arrested the following day In
company with another desperate negro
crook. This other negro was sent to
tho penitentiary for seven years for
an attempt to shoot Richardson at the
time of his ivrrest.
BULLET I'HO H A M V WAS

' INTENDED FOR RICHARDSON
"One peculiar circumstance connected

with tfils case is the fact that Mr.
Richardson was wit}i Mr. Scherer/tho
night he was.ohot, and It is known that
this negro hnd made thruattt against
his life. At the time of his arroft. wo

(Continued on eighth Page.)

mcnt was attributed to> lack of a hud-
get system by former President Wil¬
liam Howard Taft {o-day at a recep¬
tion and luncheon tendered him by the
Lawyers' Club.

Mr. Taft acknowledged that; any at¬
tempt to cut down. expenses under tho
present organization of the govern¬
ment was "an Impossible task," but,
on the grounds of efficiency and econ¬
omy, urged a reorganization.
"More powor should bo vested In. the

President to keep his eye upon tho
expenditure of money In tho various
departments," Bald Mr. Taft. "He
should have a bureau reporting di¬
rectly to him, containing the auditors
and controllers."

Outlining his Idea of a national
budget, Mr. "taft said:
"That Is why they have budgets In

all the countries of the world that
have respectable governments, except
our own. We have acted like chil¬
dren. We have had so much money
available thfou'gh taxation that we
have not been obliged to consult the
revenue .side of the ledger. We are
now coming, to tho point where we

must, and we must pursue the policy
that all other governments have found
jiecessary In order to keep out of
bankruptcy."
COMMISSION SHOWS

NECESSITY OK BUDGET
The necessity of a national budget,

said Mr. Taft, was shown by tho rev¬
elations of the commission appoint¬
ed by him to investigate the Federal
government expenditures.

"It was found theV'6 was much dupli¬
cation and overlapping . of work," he
continued, ":<n> .

,

conflicts of jurisdiction. For example.
It was found tho seven departments ne-

sUIh the Isthmian Canal Commission
were dealing with tho subject of pro-
vldlng facilities for transportation;
that four departments and three com¬
missions were dealing with the sub¬
ject of regulation of commerce and
banking; that two departments and the
Library of Congress were dealing with
the subjects of copyrights and patents;
that Ave departments were dealing
with bubjects of agriculture, forestry,
fisheries and tho care of the public
domain; that flvo departments wore

dealing with the subject of promotion
4nd protection of public health; that
Six departments were dealing with the
subjects of the care and education of
the defective, dependent And delin¬
quent.
"The commission recommended the

j.union of the life-saving service, tho
deep-pea rescuo work and the light-
house service, by which $1,000,000
could be saved annually. They recom-
molded that the duties of the revenue
marine be discharged by naval ves¬
sels, thus saving $1,000,000.

"if we can make the executive de-
partmont responsible for the protec-
tlon of a budgot we shall approximate

system which lias vindicated Itself
In all the European governments. Of
course, Congress may not agree, with
tho executive and his Cabinet officers
on tho floor of tho Housp. but It they
disagree, thft country will know who* is
responsible."

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS.
Reduced rates via Chesapeake. and Ohio

Railway. Tickets on Hftle. December 1C to 25,
Dcccmbor 31 and January 1. Good until
Januury 6,

tho message. A reply asking for thlB
explanation was sent at once, but no
answer has been received from Colonel
Goethals at a late hour.

Officials believe, however, that tho
canal Governor haH experienced Bomo
difficulty In preserving tho complete
neutrality of the zono and Its terri¬
torial waters. Many ships belonging
to belligerent nations are in tho vi¬
cinity, and It Is thought possible Col¬
onel Goethals has found himself un¬
able to check use of their wireless
plants within the three-mile limit.
With swift naval vessels to aid, it

would bu an easier matter to regulate
use of wireless, and It was thought
probable to-night tho necessary de¬
stroyers would be dispatched as soon
as Colonel Goetlials's explanation wns
received.
NO SPECIFIC 11EPOKT

OF VIOLATION HJTCCKIVEO
Rocorit aotlvlty'by British and Japa¬

nese warships In the vicinity of the
Canal Zone, which followed tho disas¬
ter to the British fleet under Admiral
C'radock, has given rise to some con¬
cern here, although no specific reports
of neutrality violations have been re¬
ceived so far as known.
Reports of wireless Interruption from

Panama have led to the belief that col¬
liers and warships were exchanging
messages, which, If they .have not oth¬
erwise been open to objection, have
hindered commercial use of wireless to
a considerable extent.
In vlow of Colonel Goethals's message

It Is believed code messages have been
plckod up which disclosed that to
some extent the waters of the zone
have been made a base of operations
by ono or both of tho allied fleets, and
that the Governor wishes to establish
A patrol which will prevent further
violations of neutrality.
An unoftlcial report was In circulation

to-night that the collier Lena, of tho
British auxiliary fleet, had mado Im¬
proper use of her wireless equipment
by sending British navy code messages
while within tho three-mile limit. What
steps Colonel Goethals may liavo al¬
ready taken or contemplates beyond
his request for destroyers Is not known,
however, and confirmation of the re¬
port as to tho Lena was not obtainable.

TO AVOID EXTRA SESSION
Senate Deinocrnt* Will Speed Lp Legis¬

lative Program.
WASHINGTON, December 12..Senate

Democrats In caucus to-day determined
to speed up the legislative program to
avoid an extra session after March 4.

It was decided to abandon a long
holiday recess; tho Senators agreeing
to confer with House loaders on a plan
to recess from December 22 to Decem¬
ber 2S, and to remain in session New
Year's week, ex- opt on New Year's Day.
It also was decided to hold night ses¬
sions of the Senate- at least once a
week, and oftener If the Steering Com¬
mittee found It necessary.

"Appropriation, bills will have the
right of way In the Senate as rapidly
as they cofne from tho House," said
Senator Kern, chairman of tho caucus.
"The leglslatlvo program will not be
extensive otherwise. Tho conservation
measures, -the Philippine .bill and tho
ship purchase bill will be'taken up afl
soon as they come from coiAmlttees.
The Immigration bill was not c0scuascdIn the caucus, but It la exueoted it
will bo voted on before many days."

SUCCESS AGAINST
RUSSIANS IN EAST

Cavalry Repulses Musco¬
vite Horsemen on Prus¬

sian Frontier,

RESISTANCE NOT BROKEN,
IS ADMITTED BY BERLIN

Allies Assume at Least Partial.
Offensive in Flanders

and France.

THEIR ADVANCE MUST BE 8LOW

Rumors Persist That Cruiser Dresi
den Is Sunk or Takes Refuge

in Neutral Port.

Fighting in Progress
on Extended Fronts

WlllLB flchtlnf la going on both
" in the east and the Treat along

extended front*, -there U little In
the official atatementa Issued liy the
various war departments to Indi¬
cate nnr definite result ot the bat¬
tles.

nerlln announces German occupa¬
tion of the c|ty of Priasnyai, Po¬
land, and add* that "while thla In
Itself la not Important, It shows
that the Germans have Jiegnn ac¬
tive offensive operations north of
the Vistula." This means n far¬
ther advance from the north toward
Warsaw. Berlin also declares that,
Busslan losses In engngemrnta
prior to the taking of l>odx aggre¬
gated 1KO.OOO. These Included BO,-
000 prisoners.
The Austrlans have been repulaed

bj the Servians soath of Belgrade,
according to a Mali unofficial re¬
port, and along the remainder of the
front In Servtd the Anatrlans are Iq
retreat.

Buenos Aires reports that the
cruiser Dresden, one of the Ave at¬
tacked by British warships In the
Soath Atlantic, and the last of the
German at|uudron, Is ashore off the.
port ot Gnllegoa.
An earlier report from Valparaiso

said thK^the Dresden h»d , taken
refuge in a harbof along' thr coast
of Patagonia.

Six Brltlsh warshlp* hafw coated
from four BrliHah colliers off .the
Chilean coast. It Is believed these
two forces will form a junction.

Colonel. GOethals,' Governor of, the
Canal Zone, has requested Washing¬
ton to dispatch destroyers to Pan-*
aran Immediately, and, ^although' he
gives no explanation;.for his rejmwt,
It la thought at Washington.', that
Colonel Goethaln has .foqnd himself
nnnble to check the use of-nie .^rtre-
lesa plants of ahlpa belonging to the
belligerent nations wlthln'the three-
mile limit. '

Emperor William of.., Germany*'
whose Illness has been the sabject
of much anxiety on the one side and
conjecture on' the other. Is said,to
have Improved so that his complete
recovery at an enrly date Is ex¬
pected.
King Albert of Belgium, In thank¬

ing the American commission for
a name-day measngc of good wishes,
congratnlated the commission on
"Its' generous and enlightened Ini¬
tiative."

LONDON, December 12 (9:30 P. M.).
-.No Important developments have been
reported In the last twenty-four hours,
cither In the eastern or western bat¬
tles, although fighting of a more or
less violent character continues. Con¬
flicting claims of advantages are made
by the opposing forcos.

An n n nffwAf tn f hft Pnanlan /.lalm a#

having checkod the advance of three
of five German columns Invading: their
territory, the Germans Btate to-day
that thoir cavalry has repulsed the
Russian horsemen on the East Prus¬
sian frontier; that in North Polanrt
the German operations are developing,
and that in South Poland the Rus'Bian
attacks have been unsuccessful.

It is admitted in Berlin, however,
that the Russian resistance is by no
means broken, although, according to
tho German estimate in the battles pre¬
ceding the evacuation of IjodE, the
Russians lost 150,000 men. including
80.000 captured, while the German
losses were light.
There Is tho same disparity between

French and German accounts of tho
battles In Inlanders and Prance. It is
apparent from both, however, that tho
allies have nssumed at least a partial
offensive. Tho French announce thatthis movement is meeting with success,
while the Germans declare tho attacks
of the allies havo been repulsed with
heavy losses.
A 1.1,IKS PREPARING WAY

POK GKNERAL OFFENSIVE
Tho general Impression hero Is that

tho allies, with artillery and occasional
Infantry attacks, are preparing the
way for a general offensive, but In
doing so aro meeting with stubborn re¬
sistance from the Germans, who arej r
firmly established In Intrenched posi¬
tions. The advance, it it is possible,
must, therefore, bo slow.
Tho Servians continue to claim suc¬

cesses. The Austrlans tried to stem
defeat by sending a force from Bel-.,grade southward, against tho ftervlaiv
right wing, but this army, like that'
retreating westward, suffered heavily,.'Tho Pope's plea for a Christmas truce;has failed, though a majority of the;
powers received it sympathetically.-Berlin declares Russia- would not con-'
sent to the truce, as the Russian;Christmas does not fall on tho sarlie;day as that of tho other countries.
Rumors persist that the German.'

cruiser. Dresden, one of the squadron,whlph was'defeated by the British-
squadron In the South Atlantio, eitherhas been silnk or has sought riefu
In n n»utral port. There is no con
matlon of this* report, ahrt 'conftden'c6-that. she will be caught, la shown by*

if Ir i^


